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SUBJECT:US GOALS AND OBJECTIVES IN NIGERIA 

1 . THIS TELEGRAM TRANSMITS A STATEMENT OF US FOREIGN POLICY 
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES IN NIGERIA. A SEPARATE MESSAGE WILL 
PROVIDE EXPLANATORY INFORMATION ON THE PURPOSE. IMPLEMENTA- 
TION AND REVIEW OF THESE STATEMENTS. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

I. A CLOSE AND COOPERATE BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP. 

-CULTIVATE EFFECTIVE CONTACTS AND WORKING RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH AS MANY MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL AS 
FEASIBLE, AND WITH KEY FEDERAL MINISTRY OFFICIALS. 
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-ENCOURAGE HIGH-LEVEL AMERICAN OFFICIALS TO VISIT NIGERIA 
AND DISCUSS WITH THE GOVERNMENT IMPORTANT INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL ISSUES. 

-CONSULT WITH THE NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT ON OUR POLICY TOWARDS 
AFRICA GENERALLY, PARTICULARLY OUR INITIATIVES TOWARD 
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SOUTHERN AFRICA. NIGERIAN VIEWS SHOULD BE KEPT IN MIND IN 
THE FORMULATION OF MAJOR AFRICAN POLICY DECISIONS. 

-INCREASE OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORKINGS OF THE 
RULING SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL. 

-WHILE SEEKING CLOSER RELATIONS WITH NIGERIA, RECOGNIZE 
AND RESPECT ITS DESIRE TO REMAIN TRULY NON ALIGNED. 

-RECOGNIZE THAT OUR RELATIONS WITH NIGERIA WILL DEPEND 
AS MUCH OR MORE ON WHETHER WE ARE HELPFUL IN SOLVING 
THE SOUTHERN AFRICA PROBLEMS THAN ON ANY BILATERAL 
INITIATIVES. 

- FOCUS ANALYTICAL REPORTING ON INTRA- AFRICAN POLITICAL- 
ECONOMIC TIES OF HOST GOVERNMENT AS THEY RELATE TO US 
INTERESTS. 

- ENCOURAGE CLOSER POLITICO-MILITARY TIES, MILITARY 
PROFESSIONALISM AND MANAGEMENT THROUGH THE CONTINUED 
SALE UNDER FMS OF US MILITARY TRAINING FOR THE NIGERIAN 
ARMED FORCES. 

II. EXPANDED TRADE AND INVESTMENT. 

PROTECT US ACCESS TO NIGERIA'S PETROLEUM RESOURCES. 
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- SEEK A GREATER SHARE OF NIGERIA'S GROWING MARKET IN 
THE INTEREST OF REDUCING OUR LARGE BALANCE OF TRADE 
DEFICIT. 

PROMOTE AND FACILITATE DIRECT CONTACTS BETWEEN US 
AND NIGERIAN BUSINESSMEN (E.G.. LAGOS TRADE FAIR), AND WITH 
THE APPROPRIATE LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT IN THE SPHERES OF 
TRADE, INVESTMENT, AND FINANCE. 

- EXPLORE WITH THE NIGERIANS WAYS TO REDUCE OR ELIMINATE 
IMPEDIMENTS TO ADDITIONAL US INVESTMENT. 

III. GREATER UNDERSTANDING OF AND SUPPORT FOR U.S. POLICIES 
-EXPLAIN TO THE NIGERIANS OUR VIEWS ON MAJOR INTER- 
NATIONAL ISSUES, E.G., NIEO, LOS, ILLICIT PAYMENTS. 

- SEEK NIGERIAN SUPPORT OF OR AT LEAST LACK OF OPPOSITION 
TO US POSITIONS IN INTERNATIONAL FORA. 

IV. GREATER REGIONAL COOPERATION 

- MONITOR NIGERIAN PARTICIPATION AND INFLUENCE IN 
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REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, ESPECIALLY ECOWAS AND THE OAU. 

- SUPPORT NIGERIAN EFFORTS TO MEDIATE AFRICAN DISPUTES 
(E.G., NIGERIA'S EFFORT TO MEDIATE THE ANGOLA/ZAIRE DIS- 
PUTE). 

V. PROGRESS TOWARD COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 
-ENCOURAGE THE EXPANSION OF EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL 
ACTIVITIES, ESPECIALLY THE NIGERIAN INITIATIVE TO MEET 

THE COUNTRY'S MIDDLE-LEVEL MANPOWER REQUIREMENTS THROUGH 
TECHNICAL TRAINING OF STUDENTS IN THE US. 

-OFFER THE SERVICES OF USG AGENCIES, ON A REIMBURSABLE 
BASIS, TO DESIGN, DIRECT, OR EXECUTE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS. 
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VI. OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE. 

- EXPRESS FREQUENTLY APPROVAL OF THE STEPS BEING TAKEN 
TO RETURN THE COUNTRY TO CIVILIAN RULE. 

- CONVINCE THE GOVERNMENT THAT THE ARBITRARY ARRESTS 
OF AMERICAN CITIZENS SERVE NEITHER THEIR INTERESTS NOR 
OURS; IMPROVE EMBASSY ACCESS IN SUCH SITUATIONS. CHRISTOPHER 
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